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125.    Our motive for authorizing the construction  of a road from
Calcutta to Chunar was the great utility of it compared to the smallness
of the expence to be incurred for such an extensive
Roadg\oPBSenares. undertaking, and the prospect there was that the
amount would be saved to the Company in a short
course of time in the march of the troops and carriage of stores by such
a ready and easy communication. Our not having mentioned it to you
in our advices was certainly an omission, but in such a variety of diffusive
matter as composes the bulk of our records and the subjects of our pro-
ceedings we must claim your indulgence if by any accident or inadver-
tency the mention of every particular event or circumstance should
escape us.
126.    We have intimated the purport of your orders concerning the
reward of Captain Rankin for this service to him, and as the most difficult
part of the road is completed we have desired him to finish the remainder
of it in the manner he intended, when the restriction which you have
been pleased to lay for the expence of its repairs shall be punctually
attended to.   We beg leave to inform you that the whole amount hitherto
advanced for this service is sicca rupees 1,09,568-15-6.
127.    We cannot quit this subject without remarking how hard it is
that we should receive your censure for an act for which we did think
ourselves entitled to your approbation, as the following summary view of
it will demonstrate, if you will allow us credit for the facts on which it
is constructed.   The distance of Chunar from Calcutta by the present
road is 600 miles; it will be reduced to 398 exactly by that now making.
This passes in its course over the most impracticable parts of the western
quarter of Bengal,  through woods, rocks and hills hitherto impassable,
the whole expence on the estimate if the commission be included will
be sicca rupees 2,88,875.
128.    Captain Rankin has assured us that the real expence will fall
short of that amount, but admitting it to be equal to the estimate, the
expence per mile, which we have a right to apply to the actual distance
by the present road, is only sicca rupees 503 per mile, and calculated on
the new road is 725 sicca rupees per mile.   We believe that we may
venture to refer it to your comparison of the expence which would attend
a similar work in any part of Europe in the conviction that it would be
done no where so cheap.
129.    Allow us, in all  submission,  to add  that we think ourselves
entitled to some indulgence even if the expence of this work were, as
you have stated it, unreasonable, since our exertions have produced for
every rupee of expence, which you have condemned on this principle, an
excess of many hundreds by new and extraordinary resources.    The credit
of your means is preserved in the public opinion by undertakings of such
magnitude and notoriety, and they are at least seasonable in the means
which they afford of facilitating and quickening your military operations
at ai time so peculiarly requiring dispatch.